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SENIOR BUILDING INSPECTOR 
 
DEFINITION 
 
Under the general supervision of the Building Official, coordinates Building Inspector activities with those of other City 
departments and outside agencies; performs the most difficult and complex plan checks and inspections.  Performs 
functions of Building Official in his/her absence. 
 
CLASS CHARACTERISTICS 
 
The single position class reports to the Building Official and must possess superior knowledge of all construction codes 
and the varied activities which make up the City's building and safety program, including plan checking and building 
inspections. 
 
EXAMPLES OF DUTIES 
 
Duties may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 
1. Responsible for checking plans and inspecting buildings for compliance with adopted conditions of project approval, 

laws, codes, ordinances and regulations governing the safety, construction and alteration of buildings including 
structural, electrical, mechanical and plumbing installations; issues building and related permits for construction 
activities within the City.  

 
2. Provides information on building regulations, permits, procedures, developments and related matters to developers, 

architects, engineers, contractors and the general public. 
 
3. Assists in the coordination of proposed projects through development review and participates in related meetings and 

addressing of issues.  
 
4. Researches code requirements, new materials, methods of construction and related matters, and drafts code revisions. 
 
5. Resolves field and office problems regarding the application or interpretation of codes and regulations. 
 
6. Prepares and presents verbal and written reports on building inspection activities. 
 
7. Enforcement of Rancho Mirage Municipal Code through investigations of complaints.  
 
8. Under direction of Building Official, assigns work in the most effective and efficient manner to maximize productivity in 

building inspection. 
 
9. Without additional compensation, employee shall perform such additional acts or duties as the City Manager shall 

assign. 
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QUALIFICATIONS/GUIDELINES 
 
Education and/or Experience 
Any combination of education and/or experience that has provided the knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary for 
satisfactory job performance.  Example combinations include graduation from high school with two years of college 
coursework in architecture, engineering, construction or similar programs is desirable, and five years experience as a 
journey-level inspector engaged in combination inspections and minor plan checking, or five years experience as building 
contractor, architect, structural engineer, including at least two years of related supervisory experience.  ICBO certificate is 
desirable. 
 
Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities 
Thorough knowledge of building, plumbing, electrical, mechanical and related codes and regulations, including the Uniform 
Building Code; methods, materials, techniques and practices employed in building inspection design and construction. 
Working knowledge of the principles and practices of organization, administration, and personnel management; and 
organization and functions of the various trades, agencies and organizations involved in the construction process.  Ability 
to supervise Building Inspectors and related personnel; conduct building inspections and resolve associated problems; 
deal effectively with contractors, developers, architects, engineers, representatives from public agencies and the general 
public; communicate clearly and concisely both orally and in writing; read detailed plans and specifications to determine 
compliance with appropriate codes; conduct the most difficult and complex inspections.  
 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Possession of, or ability to obtain, an appropriate California driver's license and a satisfactory driving record. 
 
ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS 
 
Physical Demands 
Seeing general, hearing/listening, clear speech-simple, walking, kneeling, stooping, bending, sitting, driving car. 
 
Stress Factors 
Medium to high pressure. 
 
Work Environment 
Works alone, with others, around others, verbal contact, face-to-face, inside, outside, extreme heat, temperature changes, 
wet and/or humid, mechanical and electrical equipment, moving objects, high places, and dirt/dust. 
 
Mental Requirements 
Reading simple and complex, writing simple, analyzing, perception/comprehension, math skills, judgment, and decision 
making. 
 
Equipment   
Computer, keyboard, telephone, calculator, and measuring equipment. 
 


